CHAPTER  LX

VARXASHRAMA DHARMA

I believe that every man is born in the world with
certain natural tendencies. Every person is born with
certain definite limitations which he cannot overcome.
From a careful observation of those limitations the law
of Varna was deduced. It establishes certain spheres
of action for certain people with certain tendencies.
This avoided all unworthy competition. Whilst recog-
nizing limitations the law of Varna admitted of no dis-
tinctions of high and low; on the one hand it guaran-
teed to each the fruits of his labours, and on the other
it prevented him from pressing upon his neighbours.
This great law has been degraded and fallen into dis-
repute. But my conviction is that an ideal social order
will only be evolved when the implications of this law
are fully understood and given effect to.
The Modern Review, Oct. 335, p. 413

Varnashrama Dharma defines man's mission on
this earth. He is not born day after day to explore ave-
nues for amassing riches and to explore different means
of livelihood; on the contrary man is born in order that
he may utilize every atom of his energy for the purpose
of knowing his Maker. It restricts him, therefore, for
the purpose of holding body and soul together, to the
occupation of his forefathers. That and nothing more
or nothing less is Varnashrama Dharma.
Young India, 27-10-927

I consider the four divisions alone to be funda-
mental, natural, and essential. The innumerable subcastes
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